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SUBJECT: GEISEL'S LETTER TO PRESIDENT PERES AND ECHEVERRIA 
ON SELA 

REF: (A) CARACAS 4242 (B) BRASILIA 3213 

1. FOLLOWING IS EMBASSY'S INFORMAL TRANSLATION OF THE 
LETTER SENT BY PRESIDENT GEISEL TO PRESIDENTE ANDRES 
PEREZ AND LUIS ECHEVERRIA, SPELLING OUT BRAZIL'S 
PRELIMINARY SUPPORT FOR SELA (AS LONG AS IT CONCRETELY 
CONTRIBUTES TO IMPROVING LA INTEGRATION), INDICATING BRASILIAN 
CONCURRENCE WITH AN EARLY MEETING ON SELA AND 
SUGGESTING THAT THE DATE FOR SUCH A MEETING BE SET 
AFTER THE DAS GENERAL ASSMBLY SESSION IN WASHINGTON. 

TEXT WAS RELEASED BY ITAMARATY AND PRINTED IN PRESS 
APRIL26.: 

QUOTE 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

I HAVE THE HONOR TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE RECEIPT OF YOUR LETTER 
OF MARCH 19 SIGNED JOINTLY BY YOUR EXCELLENCY 

AND BY HIS EXCELLENCY MR.CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ, PRESIDENT OF THE REPU- 
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BY THE REPORTS 

OF YOUR SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVES SUBSEQUENT TO THEIR VISIT TO 
LA COUNTRIES, THERE EXISTS A CONSENSUS IN FAVOR OF THE 

CREATION OF A LATIN AMERICAN ECONOMIC SYSTEM AND YOUR EXCELLENCIES HAD 

AGREED TO PROPOSE A MEETING OF SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVES WHO WOULD HAVE 

A MANDATE TO PREPARE A DEFINITIVE 

PROJECT FOR THAT PURPOSE. THE LETTER ALSO INVITED ME TO SEND 

A REPRESENTATIVE TO THAT 

MEETING, WHICH IS SCHEDULED TO TAKE 

PLACE NO LATER THAN MAY, ON A DATE AND AT A PLACE TO BE 
DETERMINED UPON CONSULTATION WITH THE FOREIGN OFFICES OF ALL 
THE CONCERNED COUNTRIES. AS I CONVEYED TO THE SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVES 
OF YOUR EXCELLENCY AND OF PRESIDENTE ANDRES PEREZ, 

WHO CAME TO BRAZIL, I CONSIDER USEFUL THE STUDY AIMED AT 
CREATINGTHE NEW ORGANISM, AS LONG AS IT CONCRETELY CONTRIBUTES 
TO IMPROVE THE INTEGRATION OF LA COUNTRIES. ALONG THIS LINE, I 
UNDERSTAND THAT SINCE SELA CANNOT BE CONSIDERED AN 
INTERAMERICAN ORGANIZATION, FOR IT DOES NOT INCLUDE ALL 
HEMISPHERE COUNTRIES, IT WOULD THUS BE A LA SUB-REGIONAL 
COORDINATING BODY. 

THE BRAZILIAN POSITION IS, THEREFORE, THAT OF SUPPORTING THE 
CALLING OF THE PREPARATORY MEETING SUGGESTED BY YOUR 
EXCELLENCIES, FOR WHICH I WILL , IN DUE TIME, NOMINATE A 
SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE. PERMIT ME, HOWEVER, TO CONSIDER WITH 
YOUR EXCELLENCY THAT THE BRAZILIAN GOVERNMENT WOULD APPRECIATE 
HAVING SUFFICIENT TIME FOR AN INDEPTH STUDY OF THE OBJECTIVES AND 
FUNCTIONS INTENDED FOR THE NEW BODY. FORTHIS 
PURPOSE, THE BRAZILIAN GOVERNMENT SUGGESTS THAT THE DATE AND 
THE PLACE FOR THE PROPOSED MEETING BE DETERMINED AFTER CON- 
SULTATION AMONG LA FOREIGN MINISTERS, TAKING ADVANTAGE OF 
THE CIRCUMSTANCE THAT ALL OF THEM WILL BE IN WASHINGTON, 

BEGINNING MAY 8, 1975. FOR THE OAS GENERAL ASSMBLY. 

I TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO RENEW TO YOUR EXCELLENCY THE 
EXPRESSION OF MY HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. UNQUOTE 
CRIMMINS 
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